Aloha mai kakou HWL members & friends,

Fall 2021

Newsletter

Over the summer, the 2020-2021 HWL term came to an
end, and in July we welcomed a new slate of officers and
several new board members. I am excited to serve as
HWL's President for this new year. Before any other
business, I want to extend a special mahalo to Michi
Momose, HWL's immediate past president, who deftly led
HWL this past year and was able to accomplish so much,
notwithstanding the challenging circumstances wrought
by the pandemic. Please also join me in recognizing HWL's
current leadership team of officers and directors:
Molly Stebbins (Vice President)
Erin Kobayashi (Treasurer)
Samantha Chan (Secretary)
Michi Momose (Immediate Past President)
Tara Buckley
Pohai Nu'uhiwa Campbell
Jill Hasegawa
Kimi Ide-Foster.
Judy Iriye
Mihoko Ito

P.O. Box 2072

Nicole Kalakau
Stacy Ma
Tricia Nakamatsu
Jennifer Ontai
Alana Peacott-Ricardos
Shan Wirt

Together with this dynamic team, I am honored to pick up
the torch to continue to push forward HWL's mission of
improving the lives and careers of women attorneys,
influencing the future of our legal profession, enhancing
the status of women and promoting equal opportunities
for all. With that, on behalf of the HWL Board, I'd like to
formally welcome everyone to the 2021-22 HWL year.

Honolulu, Hawaii 96805
hawaiiwomenlawyers@gmail.com

We have been busy over the past few months on multiple
fronts. Among other things, we:
1. Submitted comments in support of the new proposed

"Women need real
moments of solitude
and self-reflection to
balance out how much
of ourselves we give
away."

- Barbara de Angelis

Rule to the Hawaii Rules of Professional Conduct to
specifically address sexual harassment in the legal
community;
2. Signed on to an amicus brief to the United States

Supreme Court, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health,
urging the Court to defend women's constitutional
abortion rights;
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Judge Leslie Hayashi (ret.)
3. Advocated to urge our Congressional
representatives to take swift action to protect
women in Afghanistan in the midst of the
humanitarian crisis devastating the country;
4. Staffed the Honolulu District Court Access to Justice
room throughout half of September;

CURRENT OCCUPATION:

Freelance writer, hearings officer,
crafter, grandmother! I retired
from the 6ench in November 2014
after 25 years. I joined HWL in
1981 (as soon as I became licensed
in Hawai'i), I think. I owe HWL
much gratitude because through
this organization 1 I found mentors
andlifelong friends. I'm also
confident that my involvement
with the organization was a plus
to becoming partner, then a judge,
receiving leadership positions
within the HSBA and ABA and
having a much richer life.

5. Promoted judicial equity by encouraging relevant
decision makers (Chief Justice, Governor, and
Senate Committee on Judiciary) to appoint and
confirm qualified women to the bunch;
6. Serve on the Joint Committee on Judicial Selection
established by House Concurrent Resolution 5
(more details on page 4 of this newsletter)

In addition, in our ongoing efforts to serve our members
and further HWL's mission, we put out a membership
survey soliciting your feedback. We are grateful to the
many who responded with wide ranging ideas. We are
humbled that our members overwhelmingly find good
value in being a part of HWL and believe that we are doing
SKILLS I'D LIKE TO DEVELOP:
well towards supporting our mission. There was also a
resounding
desire for more events, more educational
Now that I'm on the Board of
Trustees for the National Judicial panels, more opportunities to connect with each other,
College, I'm learning that it would
be helpful to knownow to think
and...more! We've heard you and are excited to offer:
strategically. Learning how to
fundra1se would also oe a plus.
INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE:

This quote from Buddha is how I
have tried to live my life:
"Teach this triple truth to all: A
generous heart, kind speech, and a
life of service and compassion as
the things that renew humanity."
FUN FACT:

I was Hawai'i's Jr. Miss in 1972
(The program is now called the
Distingmshed Young Women of
America and no, there was no
bathing suit portion of the
competition or I wouldn't have
entered!). Later, I was a judge in
several state pageants and
discovered that many contestants
went on to become lawyers in
Hawai'i!

1.

HWL (Virtual - Not Your Grandmother's!) Bingo.
Thursday October 28@ 5- 6:30pm. Register HERE
for this interactive event to mingle with HWL
members, and for a chance to win prizes!

2. HWL Connect. A new forum to provide a community

space for Hawaii Women Lawyer members to
connect, support one another, share practical tips,
resources, recommendations, experiences, career
opportunities, ask or give advice, and share other
information that is relevant and supports HWL' s
mission. All members have been added to this
group. If you have not received an invitation, please
let us know.
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Chenise Iwamasa
@zivalawhawaii

3. Member Spotlights. A new feature of our
newsletter starting with this edition. To nominate
yourself or another member to be spotlighted,
please email us!
4. Return of HWL,s Mentorship Circles. Back by
popular demand! Please stay tuned for sign ups
starting November 1.

CURRENT OCCUPATION:

Commercial leasing attorney and
founder of Z1va Law.
WHAT I ENJOY MOST
ABOUT HWL:

What I enjoy most about Hawaii
Women Lawyers is the o
pportunity to meet� network with,
support, and ampliry other women
in our legal profession.
Pre-COVID, I particularly enjoyed
attending HWL Lunch n' Learn
events, panels, and workshops on
current hot topics imJ:)actmg
women and honmg proiessional
development skills.
WHAT I DO WHEN I FEEL
OVERWHELMED OR UNFOCUSED:

I'm an introvert at heart. In
moments of overwhelm (and as a
multi-passionate business owner,
lawyer, and mommy, there are
many!), I enjoy the solitude of
taking a walk outside by myself. If
I'm at home, I take a walk in the
neighborhood. If I'm at work, I
take a break and walk around the
block along the perimeter of
Waterfront Plaza or around
Kaka' ako. Being outside in nature
and moving my body, alone, in
silence, alrows me to process,
re-energize, and re-focus.
BOOK(S) YOU'VE GIVEN MOST AS
GIFTS AND WHY:

I'm a total non-fiction book nerd,
so it's hard to pick just one. "Lean
In: Women, Work, and the Will to
Lead," b� Sheryl Sandberg is up
there. I ve given it as a gift to
many women I know over the
years. I'm also a HUGE Brene
Brown fan. My: favorites are "The
Gifts of Imperfection," "The Gifts
of Imperfect Parenting," "Rising
Strong," "Braving the
Wilderness," "Daring Greatly,"
and "Dare to Lead."

5. Resumption of the "So You Want to Be a Judge"
series. Next session expected in December.
With...more to come!
We always love hearing from you, so I encourage anyone
with feedback, ideas, or those looking to get more
involved to contact us at
hawaiiwomenlawyers@gmail.com.
I, along with the rest of the board look forward to serving
HWL throughout this year and beyond. Mahala to you, our
members, for your support.
Very truly yours,

Nicole Y. Altman
HWL President, 2021-22

Upcoming Event
Celebrate 2021 Outstanding
Pro Bono Attorneys
October 28, 2021
4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Please register HERE
It has recently come to our attention that there is a
brief overlap between this event and the HWL
BINGO event which starts at 5pm on the same
evening. Members are encouraged to attend both
events, if possible. Members will be able to join
BINGO at any time during the event.
3

Board Member
Spotlight
Nicole Altman

Joint Commission on Judicial Selection
During the 2021 Legislative Session, Hawaii Women
Lawyers was appointed to serve on a Joint Committee
on Judicial Selection, established by House
Concurrent Resolution 5.
The Joint Committee has been tasked with:

CURRENT OCCUPATION:

In-house counsel for
Kamehameha Schools. Love it!
BEST CAREER ADVICE EVER
RECEIVED:

As a baby lawyer, the head of the
firm I worked at implored us
newbies to resist the urge to tell
the partners all the detafls. Excer,t
in rare circumstances, they don t
need or want to know them, and as
a CYA, it doesn't serve you well.
Keep it high level and to the
essentials\ and own the details
that fal1 below that level.
HOW FAILURE SET ME UP FOR
SUCCESS:

While interning at the U.S.
Attorney's Office for the Southern
District of New York, I had the
opportunity to meet the then U.S. Attorney General, Alberto
Gonzalez. As each person went to
greet him, we were told to tell him
what law school we attended.
When I introduced myself saying
that I went to Columbia, he
responded, "You must be very
smart." Hating to receive
compliments, I stammered and
muml5led something like, "I don't
know about that," making us both
feel dumb and awkward. From
this, I learned to simply accept a
compliment when given -wifh a
smile and a "thank you" - even if
it still makes me uncomfortable.

1.

Developing clear, written standards for
evaluating_ applicants and petitioners for
judicial office;

2.

Developing protocols for training new and
existing members of the Judicial-Selection
Commission;

3. Streamlinin� the Judicial Selection
Commission s voting rules;
4. Defining the term "deliberations" under article
VI, sect10n 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution;
5. Creating greater transRarency as to the rules
and proceaures applicable on to the Judicial
Selection Commission; and
6. Working with the Judicial Selection Commission
to improve recruitment in terms of quality of
applicants, in addition to qualifications of
applicants.
The Joint Committee has been meeting during the
interim, and plans to issue a report of its findmgs and
recommendations prior to the convening of the 2022
Legislative Session.
We will keep HWL membership apprised of the result
of the Joint Committee's efforts.

ONE SKILL TO DEVELOP THIS
YEAR:

Meditation. I started
pre-pandemic and, ironically, at a
time when it could've been most
beneficial, got thrown off by the
pandemic.
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Pohai Nu'uhiwa Campbell

How to Generate Quality

Business Opportunities
& Win Contracts -

Your Client Value Journey

CURRENT OCCUPATION:

Tuesoay
October 26 2021
noon-1:30 p.m. HST

Trusts and estates attorney at
Cades Schutte LLP.
LENGTH OF TIME AS A HWL
MEMBER:

Since 2017.
WHAT I ENJOY MOST ABOUT
HWL:

The camaraderie between the
Board and all of the members.
MY SILVER LINING FROM THIS
TIME WITH COVID:

Spending more time with my
da�ghter and h_usband, and
starting a cloth diaper business
Kaleimano Hawai'i!
HOW I ENJOY SPENDING MY
TIME OUTSIDE OF WORK:

Relaxing with my family and
friends and dancing hula.
MY FAVORITE INSPIRATIONAL
OR BUSINESS QUOTE:

"Don't sweat the small stuff. And
it's all small stuff."

The key to generating revenue is havin& a
specific and intentional plan to attract right fit"
clients _anq keep them moving through your
sales pipeline.
What are the elements of a client's "Value
Journey?"
1.

Discover the nine stages of the client Value
Journey:

2.

Deve_lop a plan that will h�lp your business
maximize revenue, save time & money.

3. Understand the Problem Before the
Problem'' - the problem the client thinks
they have, not the one you know they have.
II

4- Who is the client? It may not be who you
think it is.
5- Clarify your value proposition so that you
can attract "right fit" clients.
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Advocntingfor a fair system of j11stice

HWL
Mission
Hawaii Women
Lawyers is a
non-profit
organ1zat1on
serving its members
and the community.
We are committed
to improving the
lives and careers of
women attorneys,
influencing the
future of our legal
profession,
enhancing the
status of women
and promoting
equal opportunities
for all.

The American Judicature Society (AJS) will host a
national conference, "Judicial Independence in an
Age of Political Polarization, 11 at the Sheraton
Waikiki Hotel from November 21 to 24, 2021.
This is the first major conference of the AJS and
will be part of a national effort to re-launch the
century-old judicial organization. The conference
will be held in-person as well as virtually via
Zoom.
"There is a critical need for the American public to
understand and support the work of an
independent judiciary, especially during times of
deep political division," said Larry Okinaga, Chair
of the Board of Directors, AJS.
The conference will be held in person and virtually
via Zoom.Major topics to be discussed at the
conference include:
1. Assault on the Courts

Beyond

2.

- the 2020 Election and

Politics, Judicial Selection, and the
Administration of Justice

3. Confidence in the Courts, Judicial Ethics, and
Accountability
4. Understanding the Courts, Civics, and
Judicial Independence
5. Judicial Diversity in the Courts
Other informative sessions, panel presentations,
and small group discussions will also be
conducted.
Registration for the conference is now open https://americanjudicaturesociety.org.
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